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See the Forest...and the Trees:  Overview
Planning your Field Studies
The Anne Springs Close Greenway and Fort Mill (SC) School District collaborated to develop these self-guided leader guides and student data sheets.  .  This will enable students to connect their indoor “book-learning” and kit studies with the natural world around them.

Please feel free to revise them for your own natural area and your students.
1.  There are five different activities which are based on the South Carolina Fifth-grade Science Curriculum Standards:

a. Forest ecosystem

b. Field ecosystem

c. Pond ecosystem

d. Lichen-looking

e. Scavenger Hunt

2.  The activities are written for small groups of four –seven students with one teacher or parent leader.

3. There are leader sheets and student data sheets for each activity.  

4. Choose the activities which best suit your field study location and time of year.  We recommend that you take your students outside for these field studies at least twice during the year.  The best time for pond would probably be Aug. – Oct. and March – May.  The other activities can be enjoyed whenever the weather allows students to be outside and comfortable for an hour or two.

5.  You will need at least one parent or teacher with each group of students.  If you have parent volunteers, it works well to have them lead the same activity during the field studies day.  They become the “experts” in forest studies, for example.  Leaders feel more comfortable if they are given the leader sheets ahead of time.

6. You will need to plan 45 minutes for each of the activities, plus walking time from one area to the other.  It helps if you can keep the activity areas within a 5 minute walk of each other.

7.  Example of Schedule:  

11:30 – 11:45   General information; gather equipment

11:45 – 12:00   Move to locations

12:00 – 12:45   Activity I

12:45 – 12:55   Exchange locations

12:55 – 1:40     Activity II

1:40 – 2:00   Return to school and share experiences

8.   Each student should have their own data sheet, pencil, clipboard (or cardboard) and, ideally a magnifying glass. 
10.  It works well to designate one teacher to be in charge of school field studies kit.  He/she will check the consumables (like pH paper and distilled water).  I often use big buckets with labels (“forest” or “field”) to put  materials together.  These can be carried to the field studies site by the first group and returned to the gathering site by the last group. 

NOTES:
